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Chairperson,s ReﬂeCtions Its time again for our fall assembly. Looking

back, time has gone by quickly. | hope you all have enjoyed a great summer. Much has gone on since \
our summer assembly. What a great weekend we had the last weekend of July in Jefferson City. Our
state convention was a great success. The speakers were outstanding, the fellowship was wonderful,
and the water show was amazing. For those of you who weren't there we had a mini-flood in the hotel,
and sailed right through it without a hitch. | would like to thank the convention committee for a super
job. I'm so proud of the members who served on the committee. They are a wonderful reflection of

both the Eastern and Western areas. Thank you for your service.

There have been many workshops as well as group and district picnics this summer. | wish | could

get to them all, but that is impossible. | attended the Western Area assembly on September 20",

where | was given a warm and friendly welcome. Cheri, the Western Area chairperson is planning to be at our Fall assembly with
others from their area. | know you will give a similarly warm welcome.

We also combined our area office with the archives office in order to share a computer. The computer will be delivered soon, and
we can get on with digitizing our archives. We will have a guest here with us at our assembly Don M., General Service Trustee
from Colorado. Let's give Don a warm welcome to our area. I'm sure Don's time with us will be informative and insightful. Thank
you Don for your visit. The assembly itself will have a presentation from the treatment committee, a presentation from Don our
Trustee, election of one State Convention Committee member, and a proposal from the State Convention Committee to become
a legal entity. This will affect our State Convention for years to come, maybe forever. | hope we will pay it the attention it de-
serves. We have a full day ahead of us, I'm looking forward to seeing all of you again.

Py
Q(O Spotlight on Corrections

carrying the message to fellow alcoholics in Correctional institutions is a great example of 12 step work and if you
believe in our responsibility statement:

| am ResponsibleWhen anyone, anywhere, reaches out for help, | want the hand of A.A. always to bArtldere.
for that: | am responsible.

It is our responsibility. This is a responsibility we are not completely fulfilling in our area. We do have AA repre-
sented at most institutions in the Eastern Area, but not all. Most of the institutions where AA is present could use
more meetings. | encourage you to read page 3 on this Gazette and read an inmates story and find out more info
about corrections work. Corrections work is not for everyone. If you think you would like to get exposed to it
without taking on a regular meeting, | suggest you start by speaking at an institution or volunteering at your local
county jail. Ask Denise our Eastern Area Corrections chair or any member involved in corrections work how to get
started. Many of us find this service work, very rewarding.

Togetthe Gratitude To get involved in corrections contact Denise
Gazette at corrections@eamo.org or for other area
via E -Mail, drop us a line at service committees go to: www.eamo.org
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Statement on Self-Support

The General Service Board's ""Statement of Self-Support of the World Services of
‘ Alcoholics Anonymous" was affirmed at the 2009 General Service Conference:
"The AA spiritual principle of self-support enables us to pursue our primary purpose of carrying the
message to the still suffering alcoholic with a shared sense of responsibility for our lifesaving work
and without interference or financial dependence on outsiders. From our Fellowship's earliest days,
the expenses of the General Service Office, and the world services provided by it, have exceeded the
amount derived from contributions of AA groups and members. As a result, providing those needed
services has necessarily been supported in part by income from the sale of AA literature. It is the
policy of the General Service Board that income from literature sales should only be in amounts re-
quired to allow continued provision of vitally needed services and maintenance of a prudent reserve
fund. We hope that the day will come when AA groups and members, through their contributions,
will be able to fund fully the services provided by the General Service Office. If that is achieved,
revenues from literature sales will only be needed in amounts necessary to cover the actual costs as-
sociated with literature production and to maintain a prudent reserve fund."”

News/Notes from the Delegate

News/Notes from the Delegate

1 The 2010 International Convention, celebrating 75 years of AA, will be held July 1-4 in San Antonio next year i
more info at aa.org. If you wish to nominate a topic speaker, let me know before the end of October.

1 The call has gone out for personal recovery stories for the Special Needs pamphlet from members who are
deaf, blind, wheelchair-bound, or have faced other obstacles such as autism, brain damage, learning disabilities, men-
tal illnesses other than alcoholism, etc. Length is 500-800 words; deadline is early December. Contact me for the
complete guidelines.

1 There is an opening for a non-trustee Appointed Committee Member on the Trustees' PI Committee to Serve
for one year. Suggested qualifications are expertise in media communications, availability to attend occasional week-
end meetings in NY, experience in service, and at least five years' continuous sobriety. Contact me if interested.

1 There is a need for Spanish-speaking corrections correspondents. Contact GSO at
212-870-3400 if you can help.

9 The archives will be closed from mid-October to mid-November for construction
work at GSO. Check with GSO before planning a visit around that time. Responses to ar- @
chive research requests may be delayed by several months.

1 The Kindle Reader contract (to sell Big Books & 12 & 12's in electronic format on
Amazon.com) was canceled by unanimous vote of the AAWS publishing committee. The
reasons | heard included that we would not have control over the web site and the sale price,
that other "related" books and products would be advertised to purchasers, and that the web-

site would display user comments about the books, which could be problematic. As it stands

now, people who search for the Big Book on Amazon can buy 1st or 2nd editions by outside
publishers, represented as AA literature, but not our actual 4th edition Big Book.

1 The Trustees' Finance Committee is gathering input from the Fellowship on the following two questions,
which we will likely be discussing at the winter assembly:

1. If we continue to use literature profits to fund services, should there be a limit?

2. If there is a limit, how do we continue to pay for services if there is a shortfall in contributions?




Opportunities for Service in Finally Surrendered

Corrections
. . I am an alcoholic and a i
There is an ongoing need for AAmemberstohelp ¢ o hger o | hav ; been on
carry the message to correctional facilities. You Coaster ride for over 23 years dealing with my addic-
can see from the below list the number of tion.

institutions that need service. These institutions Back and forth. in and £ iaits and institutions. |
are in or near the Eastern Area of MO. Most of ack and forth, in and out of jails and Institutions,
e e . ; thought 1 6d had enough.
these institutions listed need more AA volunteers. ter serving 4 % years of a 9 year sentence, | was back
in prison after only a fe

ACC - Algoa Correctional Center, Jefferson City stand why | didndét have c¢
BCC - Boonville Correctional Center, Boonville stay out of jail.
BTC - Boonville Tr_eatme_nt Cente':’ Boonville I am now 39 years old, my child is already an adult,
CMCC - Central Missouri Correctional Center, my mother has been diagno
Jefferson City ease and my life is a mes
ERDCC - Eastern Reception, Diagnostic & like this. I had to do something about my drinking and
Correctional Center. Bonne Terre drug abuse, so | started going to AA meetings in the
ECC - F ; (’: ) |C institution. |l 6ve met a
i} armington Correctional Center, have shared my story. After hearing my story the AA

Farmington volunteers, Denise and Ben, could relate with my pain
CTC - Community Therapeutic Center, and suffering. One of them asked if | was ready to
Farmington take action. Yes was my reply.
FTC ) Farmington Treatment Center, By this time we had been over the first three
Farmmgtor_‘ - _ steps a few times. Denise asked me to do my 4"
SRU - Social Rehabilitation Unit, step. After I finished writing it Ben and | sched-
Farmington uled an appointment so that | could do my 5™
FRDC - Fulton Reception & Diagnostic step with Ben. Of cour
Center. Fult failed to do in the pas

enter, Fulton . . know that this is something I have to do in order for
CTCC - Cremer Therapeutic Community Center, me to stay clean and sober. | completed my fourth step
Fulton and in taking my fifth step with Ben | enlightened him
MTC - Maryville Treatment Center, Maryville of my problems;c han%-ups, resenthmentsh, and ffea;rs. It

VT : . was not easy at first, but we got through it. | felt a

ME.C_C Missouri Eastern Correctional Center, great sense of relief knowing that | had gotten rid of all
Pacific _ the pain in my life.
MCC - Moberly Correctional Center, Moberly
NECC - Northeast Correctional Center, Bowling Today | want to thank the volunteers for their service
Green work, coming into this prison and showing me and giv-

ing me a new hope for a new freedom. Denise said that

PCC - Potosi Correctional Center, Potosi if I want what they have, | have to take action and

SCCC - South Central Correctional Center, work the steps. Half measures avail nothing and 1 am
Licking as sick as the secrets | keep. Ben said he is still here
SECC - Southeast Correctional Center, Charleston f or me should | need him,

TCC - Tipton Correctional Center, Tipton way of thinking. Because of that, | am ready to be of
' service to someone else and to ensure that | myself

WERDCC-Wo me n 0s Eastern Rs%y‘%lé%n@n& sbbe?. hank you for your support and
Diagnostic & Correctional Center, Vandalia encouragement during this difficult time for me.

Yours in Service,
Rico D.B.
Missouri Eastern Correctional Center
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2010 INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION OF
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS*

The 2010 International Convention of Alcoholics Anonymous will be held July 1-4 in San Antonio,
Texas with the t hémanenibeks andigussis fvom ardural the worddwvill 0
celebrate A. A. 06s 75th year at this event |w
Sunday morning in the Alamodome. Other meetings, scheduled or informal, will take place
throughout the weekend in the San Antonio Convention Center and local hotels.

Convention registration and housing reservations will open on September 1, 2009. In August, the
registration packet will be mailed to every group in the U.S. and Canada listed with G.S.0., as well
as to intergroup/central offices and other G.S.0.s around the world. It will also be posted online.

*Reprinted from www.aa.org with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc.

Area Bulletim Boaral

Announcement: Districts and Committees can now send their minutes to automatically to the following con-
tacts: archives, Delegate, Alt. Delegate, Area Chair and Alt. Area Chair by simple sending an email to min-
utes@eamo.org.

MONTHLY IR MEETING:
3rd Tuesdays, 8PM
St. Maryds Hospital Cafeteria

640 \6\/0rl(<ﬁh%p$ %hBngh%ué tlhe,: Areéat a.re blt_alggua}rcsmved.

Districts and Groups, please send your workshog|materi:

Archives, 2683 Big Bend Blvd., Rm 3,
St. Louis, Mi3143 archives@eamo.org

Visit The Eastern Area Online

Visit us online at eamo.org and find out what is
going at the area as well as how you can help.

Check out the website for answers to these Anyone wishing to correspond with or submit materials for publication
commonly asked questions? in the Gratitude Gazette may contact: gazette@eamo.org or write to:

Editor, Gratitude Gazette, c/o Eastern Area Office, 2863 Big Bend
Who is my DCM and when is the district meeting? Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63143. Submissions should be received four
What are the area committees and who do | weeks prior to the next Area Assembly for consideration of publication

contact to get involved? in that issue.
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